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OBEDIENCE 


AND 


SUBMISSION 


To . The 


Preſent Government, 8c. 


f : \HAT tholc of che Charch of En- 
gland, who have taken the Oaths 
ro Their Majeſties K I NG William 
and QUE EN May, have De- 

ſerted their Principles about Allegiance and 

Government, is the common RefleRion calt 

upon them, by ſome, whom either Malice 

or Ipnorance does Diſpolc to: Reproach, 'em : 

But ſince Biſhop Overall's Convocation: Book 

appeared, they now Plead Reaſon and Au- 


thority 
" 


L.2. 
*thority to Juſtify the Scandal, and pretend 
that they have got a whole Convocation 
of Unprejudicd and Learned Men, who 
have Unanimouſly Condemned the late Sub- 
- miſſion, and ſuch, as being far removed 
fram any Temptation, are the fitteſt and 
moſt fair Judges that we -can be Deter- 
mined by ; (tho' their Proceedings not ha- 
ving the Royal Confirmation which is ab- 
ſolutely neceflary for Canons, does ( as ſome 
think ) very much, if not alcogether inya« 
-lidate their Authority , and makes 'em as 
inſignificant as the- laſt Convocation we 
heard of.) I thought therefore I might 
do ſome Service to the Church, and its 
Members, if I could in ſome Meaſure Vine 
dicate It and Them, by proving that their 
Compliance with che preſent Settlement, 
has not in the leaſt deviated from the 
Doctrine of the Church of England, as it 
was Profeſs'd and Taught in Tas Conyo- 
cation. 

I ſhall begin therefore with laying down 
the Dorine about Government and Alles 
giance in Four Propoſitions extratted out 
of the Canyocation-Book, to which may be 

Re- 
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Reduced, whatever almoſt can be pretend-. 
ed in_this. Controvetly ; 


And they are thele, 


Firſt; That. the Power of Kings was Oris: 
ginally Patriarchal, Deriv'd - from GOD and 
not from the People, C. 2-6, 13, 

For tho' Kings are, or ought co be Bound + 
up, and Limited in the_Exerciſe of their - 
Power by Laws, C: 15. yet that proceeds 
from GOD and Nature, who never in- 
tended Princes to. be. ſuch Leviathans, whoſe - 
wilful Pleaſure ſhould be. Laws ; but Pa- 
rents of their. Countrey,, Impowered from 
Aboye to Maintain the Native Liberty and 
Property of their Subjets, as of their 
Children. For the Conceit of Abſoluteneſs 
never did, or could prevail .in any State, 
but where. Superſtition or Ignorance blinds 
ed Mens Reaſons, as in Turky, and moſt of 
the Eaſtern Empires ; or Paraſitical Flattery, 
and the naked Sword Maintain the Arbi- 
trary Uſurpation, as it is in a Neighbour- 
ing Kingdom. 


Second, 


Prov.8.15. 
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Second Prop. That Deſcent im Hereditary 
Kingdoms, is the ordinary Way whereby a Right 
and Title to the Crown is Claimable. 

[ ſay, is the ordinary Way; For ſince 
Kings Rule by GOD, it is only, as the 
Conyocation- Book ſaith, The Lord. who 
both may, and' is able to overthrow Kings 
or Emperors,” notwithſtanding any Claim, 
Riphr, Title, or Intereſt which they ' can 
Challenge to their Countries, Kingdoms or 


Empires, pag. 53. 


Third Prop. That no Violence is to be uſed 
to Kings from their own Subjefts for any Irrte 
gularities that they commit, C. 22. 

For the Dottrine of Paſſive Obedience to 4 
Government Eſtabliſhed by Law , Whether the 
PRINCE be Limited and Sworn to ' Ga 
vern by . Laws Choſen by the People, and En» 
afted with his Conſent, or the PRINCE -be 
Abſolate, and his will ſufficiently Declared, be 
the Law, is of abſolute aw to the Support 
of any Government ; ; and they who deny that, 
can never *clear” themſelves from the Suſpicion of 
* Defiens againſt this. | 


Fourth 


— 


1, 


LS 1 

Fourth Prop. 'That having. {worn Allegiance 
to a Prince, we cannot without the Dreadful 
Guile: of Perjury, transfer our Allegiance , whilſt 
be continues to; have; an | Authorizative Right and 
Title to the Crown, C. 36. rope 

I ſay, an Authoritative Right and Title, 
becauſe the Caſe may ſo happen, that theſe 
. being ſeparated, the Claim, ot Right with- 
out the Authority, cannot Challenge our 
Allegiance, as in the Cale of the Kings of 
Iſrael and Judab, that were led Captive by 


more -hereafrer') and if he do transfer-it to 


* 


- another, wyherever.it is-plac'd,: it! galls.ifor | 


This 
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This is thei Sim , I think, '6f what ican 
be pretended in the preſent Controverſl e. To 
Reply to' which , I will: not Expatiate -6n 
whathath' been' abtindantly ofter'd by others, 
but Confine my elf, -as much as: poſſible, 
fo the Convocation-Book , 'thar the Impar- 
tial "Reader may judge which ſide, the-Ju- 
rots or Non -' Jurors , © the- Old' Eſtabliſhed 
Doctrine of the Church 'of England does 
countenance. 
And as to the Firſt Propoſition , 'That 
Government in general, whether" Monarchy, 
or any other' Fortn , 'derives-it's' Authotity 
from GOD, the 'Author of Nature, - and 
conſequently 'of Humane Society, and not 
from the People, (tho' their: Cbnfent be 
ordinarily nieceffary to the Conſtitution, both 
'of the Form off Government, and che Per- 
fons Gbverning ) is that which-is to be the 
'Gtounid-Work' of the whole: Diſcourſe, and 
-therefore' in the” firſt' Place' to bei admitted, 
"Which I the'more Confirm , ' by '6bſerving 
'from' the Right Reverend the Author ; Firſt, 
"That'all ' Kingdoms ' are*now / ( what" was 
more peculiarly appropriated 'to the Jewiſh 
Nation | in their Firſt Conſtitution) in ſome 
ſort 
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fort Theocracies, wherein G O-N) accoxging 
to His own Pleaſure, takes away. Kings, 
and ſetterh up Kings: For C. 35, P. 83. 
G.O D being the Univerſal Lord', and Rater 
over. all the World, the. whole World, is His 
Univerſal Kingdom ; in the Government Whereof, 
He uſeth the Miniftry of Civil. Magiſtrates, as 
well tm other Countries, as amongft His own pes 
culiar People Iſrael, without any Deſert of theirs, 
but as in His Heavenly. Providence, He thinks 
it moſt convenient, p. 84. FHawheit He does 
not leave them at Liberty to, do what they lj, 
but bolds Himſelf the. Helm of,' every Kingdom, 
and. uſeth their Services in_ ſuch ſort, as be, they 
Good or Bad', and their Deſugnments Holy. or 
Wicked ; He ever makes. them the. Executioners 
of dis own Juſt. Judgments, Will; and: God" Pleas 
ſure, according as He'is. minded: to Paniſh any 
Kingdom, People, or Countrey, And this He 
does by reſerving to His. Providence, the 
Prerogative of, the Deſignation of the Pere 
fon whom: He intends for His Vice-Gereat, 


and that even. in. Hereditary Kingdoms, ax : Cre. 3.25. 


Adoniah, who was Solomon's Elder Brother, and 
Anointed by. 4biathgr. to fucceed: his Father, 
ſo his gteat 'Diſappoimment- may- be- an Ins 

B 2 ſtance, 
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ftance;-- 'Nay,” G O'D ſometimes. for the 
only deſign'd Uſurpation of a Prince, whoſe 
Title, 'and that in an Hereditary, was al- 
together Indiſputable, does deprive him of 
the- Government in Part or Whole; and will 
not allow him ſo much as 'to Endeavour 
the re-gaining of it, which was. the Caſe 
of, Rehoboam, And how oft: he has Extin-. 
guiſh'd the Line Royal; and: Advanc'd to. 
the Crown' ſuch as had no 'Relation to it, 
the Hiſtory of the. Kings of Ijrarl does am- 
ply Teſtify.” + In: all which Caſes, fince it 
was G © D's doing, the Dethroned Prince 
could have no Pretence unto - the Subjects 
Allegiance. All that I will Note hence, is, 
T hat ''the Line of Deſcent in an Hereditary 
Kingdom may':be Tmeerrupted, :and, . yet- the | Latv 
of- Succeſſion ndt Violated. - IN 1 


Secondly, I Remark; Fhat a Sovereign 
may be Deveſted of - his Power- which -he 
receiv'd from G O'D, and Decline into the 
Inferiour Condition of a-'Subje&t. . - 

This is plain from. the Kings of 7/rael 
and Judah, who of Independent. Monarchs, 
became not only Tributary, but Subjects co 


the 
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the Kings , of Babylon, and being. Subjects, 


whatever other Duty might, yet Allegiance 
could, no way be due unto them, that be- 
ing.in general, peculiar only to. a Sovereign 
Prince, -yor Dependene on, ar\Triburary to, 
another: . This is Confirm'd. and Improv'd 
from the Convocation - Book, which ia the 


' Caſe » of 7Jebu, intimates, Thar bis, former 


Prince became his Subje&, Ch. .25. þ. 40 
and »both he and Abad are excuſed from. 
Guilt in laying violent Hands upon their. 
Liege-Lords, in that, tho' they had been Sub- 
jects, yet before the 'Commillion of ithe Fa, 

they were |Advanc'd to be Judges, Princes, 
and Rulers of God's People, C. 27.. p. 53- 

I. will make ,no. Corollary from, hence, be- 
cauſe of. the Reverence that [ bear,-to all 
ſuch .. Heads as ever; wore a Crown, [ 
therefore . haſten to the. Laſt Obſervation ;. 


which 1s, 


Thirdly, That when a Prince is thus De+ 
yeſted of his Power from GOD, and 
another Advanc'd to his Throne, our Legal. 
Allegiance may uy be Claimed by the 
Pallge. | | 


Ve 
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We have been cold chis-from- our Laws: 
Books again, and'agein, and now you ſhall 
hear the Deciſion of it from the Convoca- 
ticn-Book, which taking Notice, C. 28, 
p. 56. of the ſtrange Variations- of Govern» 
ments* in its Forms, and Governours in their 
Perſons, whether by Uſurping Nimrods, or 
Traytorous Phocas's, gives hereunto this Satiſ- 
fition, p. 57, That when either Ambitious 
Kings by brmging- any (onntrey into their Sub- 
jeftion, or Diſloyat Subjefts by their Rebellious 
Riſing avainſt ther Natural Sovereign, have 
Eſtabliſhed any Degenerate- Form- of Government, 
(viz, Ariftocratical, Democrarical, &c. ): a- 
mongſt' their People ; T he Authority either ſo un- 
juſtly gotten, or- wrung by Force from the True' 
and Lawful Poſſeſſor, being alivays Gods © Authis 
rity (and therefore receiving no Impeachment ' by 
the Wickedneſs of thoſe that - bave it ) is ever 
( when any ſuch Alterations are throughly Settled ) 
to be Reverenc'd and Obey'd, and the People of 
al forts ( as' well of the Clergy as of the Laity) 
are to be ſubjet unto it, not only for Fear, but 
alſo: for Conſcience ſake. CN: 

Here you 'may fee that upon+ a Rieyo- 
lution from the worſt of Circumſtances} 
Uſur- 


C7 
Uſurpation, and Rebellion, Obedience ro/the 
Eſtabliſhment is acknovledg'd. Due. And 
ſure I-am, That Malice-it lelf. cannot: be fo 
bitter -as to think the preſent Settlement: Pa- 
rallel to this\'Repreſentation: : For, 


Firſt, Here was: no: Ambitious Monarch, 
but a Prince that had a Juſt Cauſe .bf | War, 
on the ' Account bf the! 'Pretended- Prince of 
Wales, which-whether be was Real; or Suppo- 
ſiricious, - fince- he -had-:not- that Sarisfattion 
which iwas bat Equitable as he : Demand» 
'&d, he -might- Appeal to.G O.D .ca Decide:the 
Truth arid” Juſtice :of it by the Sword. \And, 


Secondly, + As -fori thoſe ' who did . Deſert. 
King -James, thus much | raay.(-be; (rid > for 
them,\That they could not with a Safe Con- 
ſcience Afiſt him. in that War, becaufe they 
Eſteenvd it -on | his Side ( Ulalawhul , 1 and 
therefore-they were Oblig'd: at the::teaſt--ro 
Lay down their Arms. 


Thirdly, -The- Monarchy -is not. Degene- 
rated into a baſer: Form. '-We-: have :the 
fame Confticution,' the ſame Laws, the fame 
HAR Liber- 
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-Liberrties;:-or<Greater than we had before; 
and therefore if in want of all thele we 
ought to yield (as:the Book aſſerts) Obe- 
dience ; 111 ' the 'Enjoyment of 'them , we 
ought to add unto' it, T hankfulneſs, 

All that can be moy'd hereupon, is, 
When a Government may be ſaid to be 
Sertled. EW! 

And with Submiſſion, 1 :cannot but! con- 
:ceive, That the. Government is - Settled, 
when the Crown with all its Dignities, Pre- 
'rogatives,- Adminiſtrations, Authorities;' Re- 
venues, 0c. are generally Recogniz'd, and 
'Perſonally Enjoy d, which muſt be ſuppo- 
ſed to be, when all Places of Power and 
Troft, 'of Royalty and. Importance, are in 
the Sovereign's: Hands, and wholly at ki: 
Diſpoſal. . For to: fay, : Becatiſe there are 
Foreign Wars, or Secret Plots, that the Crown 
is. not in full Poſſeſſion, ſince there always 
. was, and always will be Diſcontented Parties 
at home, and Politick Machinations abroad, 
that either Actually do, or Craftily deſign 
to Diſturb' the Peace; | ſo - that we' cannot 
but . acknowledge that to be a Real-Eſta- 
bliſhmene;” which' hath the Countenance 
of 
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of Laws, and Parliament, to Own and Con- 
firm it. 

Thus fince G O D hath been pleaſed to 
Deveſt the Late King James of that Autho- 
rity which he had once Committed to him, 
and Transferr'd it into anothers Hands ; 
both Clergy and Laity accordfig to the Doftrine 
of the Church of England, ought to Reverence, 
Obey, and be SubjefF to it, not only for Wrath, 
but alſo for (onſcience ſake. 

[ have almoſt Flatter'd my elf, fo as to 
Believe the moſt moderate Perſons will Sub- 
ſcribe what I have ſaid, if I could buc Pros 
duce any Moral Evidence that this was 
GO D's Doing : To Anſwer whole Exz 
pectations, I will Search afrer ſuch Crites 
rions, as may Eyvince the preſent Revoluti- 
on to be the Will and Pleaſure of Almighty 
GOD. I therefore before hand, declare 
my Averſion to ſuch Doctrines ( as have nor 
long ſince been Cenſur'd by one of our - 
Flouriſhing Univerlitys) wherein, Succeſs 
is produc'd for an Argument of the Divine 
Approbation of ſuch Means, Methods, and 
Inſtruments, as are concern'd in a Revyolu- 
tion, 


C But 


C14 ] 

Buit then I muſt aflume, That GOD's 
Providence in permitting, is a ſufficient Indi- 
cation of his Will and Pleaſure as to the 
| Event ; which whether He deſigns it, that he 
may thereby Puniſh the Sins of his People, 
or that he. may Prote&t the Peace of the 
Church, is abot my Capacity to Deter- 
mine. But ſince Prophecy hath ceaſed, ſure 
I am, that nothing but his Providence- is 
Vocal to us; and ſuch ſtrong Arguments 
may we produce from it ( eſpecially where 
we canfind a Pariry of 'G O'D's Proceed- 
ing) as -will not with Eaſe or Ridicule be 
Eluded. | 

I cannot therefore but obſerve, and chat 
from this Convocation » Book, (. 24. þ. 47: 
T hat even the Succeſs of Divine Benedifions are 
to be left to the Diſpoſition of G O D's Heaven- 
ly Providence, which is there aſcribed to the 
very Reaſon, why David, tho' already Anoin- 
. ted King, was not: Advanc'd to the pro» 
mis'd Crown till Saul's Death. Whence, fince 
a Prediction, tho' Divine, is not ſufficient 
Ground to proceed upon, until G O D's Pro» 
vidence does interfere ; I cannot reftrain'my 
Pen from moving this Query, viz, Whe- 
ther 
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ther the manifeſt Interpoſitions of a Gras 
cious Providence, that tends to the promo- 
tion of G O D's Honor, and the Eſtabliſh» 
ment of his Church, ( wichout which, Pre- 
ditions themlelves are not raſhly to be Ex- 
ecuted) be not to us (now that Prophecy 
is ceasd ) a Juſtifhable Ground for any Ra- 
tional Man to A& upon, eſpecially when 
it holds Analogy with thoſe Proceedings, where- 
in GOD hath already Notify'd His Holy 
Will and Pleaſure ? 

[ think this will hardly be deny'd, and 
therefore all that remains, is to produce 
ſome Precedents wherein Royal Authority 
has been Tranſlated, and G O D hath own'd 
it for his immediate Doing. For. if his 
* Head was Interpos'd there, I ſee not how 
we can Exclude it here : Therefore, 


Firſt, When Kings have lllegally Oppreſ- 
ſed their Subje&s, and been roo Arbitrary 
in their Impoſition, GO D hath been pleas'd 
to Diſcharge them of cheir Truſt : The 
Reaſon of which is, becaule they are G O D's 
Repreſentatives, and therefure what they 
do, by Implication is, and cannot but be 

C2 Inter- 


2 Chron. 
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Interpreted to be G O D's Work ; and then 
as he faith of the ſudges in the Execution 
of their Office, That they Judge not for 
Man, but for the LORD who is with 
them in the Judgment, The Wrong, if they 
do any, isan Injury to G O D, whoſe Judg- 
ment it is ſuppos'd to be ; which Injury, 
he will not [uffer to go unpuniſh'd. So 
the Uſurpations of Princes, being RefleCi- 
ons upon G O D, whole Truſtees they are; 
his Honor ſtands Engag'd, ( when our fins 
are ſufficiently puniſh'd by ſuch Scourges ) 
to Vindicate its own Innocence, in Remo» 
ving, or otherwiſe Animadyerting upon them 
that fo abus'd his Truſt, We have a no- 
table Inſtance of this in Rehoboam, who be- 
ing Rejected of the People, becauſe of his * 
Reſov'd Uſurpations, and Endeavouring to 
Re-gain his Right by the Sword, is for- 
bid by GOD ; of which Prohibition, the 
Reaſon that is given by no mean States- 
Man, my Lord Clarendon, is this, Becauſe be 
had been in the Fault himſelf. The Applicatis 
on I leave to the Reader, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, The Inſtance of Time is /anov: 
ther Mark of GO D's Interpoſition; For 
when His Church is on the Brink of Ruin, 
and che Deſigns againſt Her, haye. been fo 
prevalent , that it is not in the Power of 
Man to over:rule Them, than @o; in «ris 
He is a Preſent GOD in Trouble. This 
the Deliverance of the 1/-aelites out of Z9ypt, 
will Atteſt, who have made upon it, this 
Comfortable Obleryation; then , whenever 
the Tale of Bricks, i. e. The utmoſt Serx 
vitude is impoſed ; Moſes, i. e. A Deliverer 
is near at hand. And the Methods preſcri- 
bed by Father Parſons, for the ReduCtion of 
England to the Roman Yoak, found in the 
Cloſet of the Late King James, and fo re- 
ligiouſly obſerv'd throughout his Reign, is 
roo great an Evidence of our defigad Ex- 
tirpation for Impudence it (elf to deny. 


Thirdly, The Way and Manner of this 
Revolution, which was without Bloodſhed 
and Battles, i. e. Such as beſeems the God 
of Peace, doth confirm. the ſame. For not 
to enlarge on this, I deſire any of the Non- 


Jurors to ſpeak plainly, it they do not think 
the 
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the Peaceablenels of the Reſtoration of 


King Charles ro be an unanſ{werable Teſti- 
mony of God's Work, and Interpoſition ; 
for my part, I muſt confels I always did. 
And then I know not how to deny the In- 
fatuation of his Brothers Deſertion to inti- 
mate, that the ſame Hand that reſtored the 
One, was very much Conſenting to the 
withdrawing of the Other. 

I have done, and will provoke no Man 
by Refle&ions, but yet I earneſtly intreat 
our Nonx-Juring Brethren, to Conſider ; 


Firſt, That the refuſing of an Oath which 
may Lawfully be taken, as this in Contro- 
verfie may, ( if what theſe Canons ſay, be 
Truc) makes the Refuſers Reſponſible tor 
the Want of all that Good, which their Of- 
ficiating in their Cures might have produc'd, 
together with all that Unſettledneſs in the 
STATE, which their Example hath ens 
couraged, 


Secondly, If what I have produc'd, be the 
Canonical Do&rine of the Church of England, 
let them be adviſed of the Miſchief of that 
Fatal 
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Fatal Diviſion, which their Obſtinacy wil! 
bring amongſt us, and is already detign'd, 
if not begun, in a Form of Prayer preten 
ded (though, I think it fimells. roo” ftrong 
of Jeſuite ) to be theirs. 
Therefore, for the Sake of Peace, where- 
of Chriſt is the Head, and his Do@tritte is 
the Goſpel: For the Sake of our 'Chittch 
threatned with a more AﬀeRing and Priheti- 
cal Diviſion than ever : For. the Sake of the 
Reformation, which this Breach, above all 
things, will prejudice; and above all, for 
the Sake of GO D, Whoſe Truth and 
Worſhip, it another Revolution come, are, 
as far as we can ſee, to be extinguiſh't. I 
entreat and beg of you ſeriouſly, to la 
aſide all Paſſion, Heat, and Peeviſhneſs, 
and whatever elfe may byaſs your Reaſon ; 
and Conſider, if what I have wrote be the 
Genuine Do&rine of the Church of England. 
For if it be not, | muſt Acknowledge my 
Miſtake, and beg G O D Pardon for the? 
Guilt, which by taking the New Oath [ 
have incurr'd; which, till my Conſcience 
be more enlightened, I am fo far from (uſ- 
petting, that I would not as my Conlcience, 
Or 
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for more Kingdoms than King James has. | 

loft, be in the ſame Guile with thoſe, who : 

by refuſing to take the Oaths, Contribute © 
too much. to the Defigns of ſuch, as will - 
fayour neither Them, nor Us, if our Sins 
ſhould ever prevail with GO D to give ? 
them the Aſcendency. Which G OD prez © 

vent for the Merits of His Son, the King ©* 
of Peace and Truth. Amen, 


